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Ensuring every child has someone who cares...

our belief:

programs:

AASK’s vision is simple: ensuring that every foster child has someone 
who cares. We believe every child deserves the opportunity to build 
trusting relationships that will nurture them into becoming responsible, 
productive citizens. All of our programs are designed to allow qualifi ed 
families and individuals of diverse backgrounds to have this important 
relationship with a foster child. No child should age out of the foster care 
system without someone who cares and AASK is committed to ensuring 
every child has a better future. 

Adoption Program
There are many children in Arizona’s foster care system who are
available for adoption. AASK’s full-service adoption program helps
families bring foster children into their homes and hearts for a lifetime. 
Our knowledgeable staff provides families with on-going support
from the adoption certifi cation process to post-placement advocacy.
Our adoption services include:
 • Child and family matching services
 • Post-placement monitoring and advocacy
 • Family support services 
 • Todos Los Niños program for Hispanic families
 • Birth Parent program

Fostering Program
There is an unprecedented 11,000 children in the Arizona foster care 
system today, and a vital need for more loving foster families to care for 
them. AASK’s foster care program gives families the opportunity to have 
a positive impact on the lives of children who have come into the state’s 
care. Our foster care services include:
 • Child and family matching services
 • Post-placement monitoring and advocacy
 • Family support services 
 • Largest licensed Kinship program in the state
 •  Specialized Medical program for medically fragile infants and

DDD children 
 • Todos Los Niños Program for Hispanic families
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Ensuring every child has someone who cares...

programs (cont’d):
Mentoring Program
Mentoring a child or teen in foster care helps guarantee them that there 
is someone who cares. A mentor gives the child assurance that they are 
not alone in dealing with day-to-day stresses and worries. Through the 
AASK Mentoring program, volunteers can choose from two different 
age groups based on their personal interests and mentoring skills. For 
the younger foster youth, ages 5 to 17, a mentor is more of a family to the 
child, joining them in activities they enjoy. For the older youth, ages 18 to 
21, a mentor is a conduit for the youth and their passage into adulthood. 

Volunteer Program
AASK has many opportunities for individuals and groups to help children 
in the Arizona foster care system. From event volunteers to those who 
work directly with the children; from one hour a month to hundreds of 
hours a year, AASK has a volunteer opportunity to fi t anyone’s unique 
skills and schedule.  

Wednesday’s Child
AASK’s partnerships with Channel 12 (KPNX) and The Arizona Republic 
allow us to profi le children available for adoption as part of the weekly 
Wednesday’s Child segment. AASK’s goal is to raise awareness to the need 
for adoptive and foster parents as well as showcase the wonderful
children who are looking for their forever family. 
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AASK is a 501(c)3 non-profi t organization.
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foster care & adoption myths & realities:

Myth: You must be a married couple, have a lot of money and own your own home to be a foster parent. 
Reality: � There are no such requirements. You can be married or single, a homeowner or a renter, as long as you 

have adequate space and the child has their own bed. The only financial requirement is that you have 
enough of an income to support yourself and your family aside from the money you are reimbursed to 
care for a child living in foster care. 

Myth: Single parents and same-sex couples cannot adopt.
Reality: � Single parents and same-sex couples can, and do, adopt. Last year, of the children adopted from foster 

care, 31% were adopted by single parents. In 2009, 19% of same-sex couples reported adopting, up from 
8% from the previous year. 

Myth: You can’t be a foster parent and work full-time.
Reality: � Not true! Many foster parents work outside of the home and you can discuss with your AASK specialist 

what options may be available to assist with child care costs.

Myth: To be a foster parent you need to have parenting experience.
Reality: � False! Many foster parents are childless. They are, however, responsible people who have made a 

commitment to children and demonstrate an ability to parent or learn. 

Myth: Foster children have been abused so much that they’re beyond repair. 
Reality: � Children are amazingly resilient. Foster parents can make the difference by providing a structured, 

nurturing environment. We need to remember that these children will grow up to be adults in our 
society. How we respond to their needs now will largely determine what kind of citizens they will be in 
the future. 

Myth: The children in foster care are juvenile delinquents.
Reality: � Children enter the foster care system through no fault of their own as a result of abuse, neglect or 

abandonment, and deserve every effort to find them a permanent loving family who can help them 
grow into responsible and productive adults. 

Myth: Foster parents are on their own once they take in a foster child. 
Reality: � Not true! Children need stability and AASK staff offer foster parents plenty of support to maintain an 

even keel. For starters, before you even take in your first child, AASK staff works with you to develop a 
profile of the type of child best suited to the experience and capabilities of your family. There is respite 
care for those times you need a break. 


